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When I started writing this history, I had no idea where the journey would lead. It 
has been a privilege and a joy to spend time with the women who organised the 
Walter Hines Page Chapter; with those who carried it through the war years, the 
wilderness years, and into today. It is a great honour to be associated with them.

I dedicate this short work to every one of those remarkable women. 

Laurie Atkins
Lowestoft, Suffolk
September 2015





 

A History of the Walter Hines Page Chapter
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution

London, England

 “Madam President General and Members of the National Board of Management:  It gives me great
pleasure to report as follows:  The Vice-President General of Michigan, Miss Alice Louise McDuffee,
requests the appointment of Mrs. Margaret C. Moseley, as Organizing Regent at London, England.”
Thus read the minutes of the National Board of Management meeting of 5 and 6 February 1925, the
first mention of the London chapter of the DAR. The organising meeting was held on 6 November
1925, at the home of Vice Regent Adelaide Bragg Gillespie, at 135 Gloucester Road, SW7, and was
confirmed at the NBOM meeting of 21 December 1925 as the “London-England” chapter.

From the Newark Advocate, Newark, OH:

A most successful and encouraging organisation meeting of
the London chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution, with Mrs. Robert B. Moseley, organising
regent, presiding, was conducted this afternoon at 135
Gloucester Road, lent by Mrs. Gillespie, vice-regent. Mrs.
Moseley addressed the meeting and Mrs. Curtis Brown
followed with a short talk. Twenty-five influential
Americans attended as charter members, while ten other
names are under investigation in Washington, where Mrs.
Walker, organising secretary general, is taking the greatest
interest in the chapter, the object of which is historic
research and promotion by Americans of British ancestry of
better international understanding and the clearing away of
existing misrepresentations.

The bylaws of the chapter were read and a name for the
London branch, which awaits acceptance in Washington,
was discussed. Mrs. Royden Fothermel [sic] will fill the
post of secretary for the membership committee; Mrs. C.H.C. Moller that of 
treasurer, while Mrs. Houghton, as the Ambassador’s wife, will become a member 
ex-officio and patroness. The Consul-General’s wife, Mrs. Washington, will be 
honorary Regent. A young girls’ club will be established within the organisation for
the study of international problems and may lead to a Children’s Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution as in America. The next meeting will take 
place at the end of January and for the present they will be held in private houses. 
The London branch will honor American membership at home, which will be 
valuable to the numerous summer visitors to London bringing their cards.

An article in the Daughters Of The American Revolution Magazine of April 1926 reports:

“Through the medium of its work, the chapter hopes to concentrate largely upon
genealogical  research  relative  to  our  English  ancestry  and  the  acquisition  and
protection of historic spots connected with our English forefathers. Its further work
is aptly expressed in the following quotation in a speech delivered by Mrs. Laura
Orme before the Chapter:

‘But I should like to point out. There is a much longer and more important trail
than the ‘Santa Fe,’ over which dauntless pioneers crossed the American continent 
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– it is the trackless one of the great Atlantic, for from the British shores began
the real quest of our pioneer forefathers!  At Plymouth, England, there is a tablet
commemorating that auspicious and wonderful  event.  As I  looked upon the
tablet for the first time, fancy and sentiment came crowding upon me, and in
imagination I pictured our splendid English ancestors bidding, in truth, good-
bye to their ancestors left on this side; full of faith and boundless courage, yet
with a bitter heartache at leaving the land of their birth, with its sweetness and
beauty, for an unknown and distant country.

“Could  anything  be  more  acceptable  to  their  memory  than  that  we,  their
posterity, should found a chapter in the land of their birth, thus linking this, the
greatest trail in our history, with those on the American side. Let us, therefore,
report progress to the National Trails Committee, and let this be our first bit of
contributory  research  work,  without  which  the  DAR  Records  would  be
incomplete.’”  

Because an Act of Congress incorporated the NSDAR, the National Society must report to the 
United States Congress each year through the Smithsonian Institution. These reports show that 
the young chapter supported several charities in the United Kingdom. Exchanging currency was 
not as easy then as it is now, so support for projects of the National Society wasn’t possible for 
many years, especially during the Second World War.

According to the reports, a few of the causes these ladies supported were:

Woodlarks Camp

A Girl Guides camp for disabled girls. The chapter’s interest was described as a work 
toward “human conservation.” It was listed as the “chief project of the chapter” in the 1952 
report, and in 1965, it was reported that the chapter gave £10.00.

In 2013, the Chair of Trustees of the Woodlarks Camp Site Trust was Alexine Crawford, the 
daughter of Lt. Col. Martyn Strover, who founded the camp with his wife Dorothea. She has 
answered the question as to how the chapter got involved in Woodlarks: Dr. J.B. Mennell, the 
husband of our second Chapter Regent, Elisabeth Walton Allen Mennell, treated Dr. Strover for a
wound sustained during World War I. He continued to assist both Dr. Strover and his wife 
during the years. 

Dr. Mennell later became the President of the Camp Trust, probably after World War II. He laid 
the foundation stone of a residential home for disabled people at the camp, a building which 
became known as Mennell House, in 1952. Dr. Mennell was President Emeritus until 1956 and 
died in 1957.

Mrs. Crawford tells us that Walter Hines Page Chapter gave £10 each year up to 1963, which is 
the last year a donor list was published. She is unaware of the reason we lost our contact, but 
would be very pleased if the connection were to be re-established.

In 2015 Woodlarks is still doing the work it has always done, although it is no longer restricted to
Girl Guides. More information about Woodlarks is available at http://www.woodlarks.org.uk/  .

University of London

Money was given annually to the American section of the Institute of Historical Research at the
University of London into the 1990s.
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Sulgrave Manor

The connection with Sulgrave Manor, so important to the organising members, continues to the 
present day.

The chapter also made financial contributions toward the NSDAR Ellis Island Fund, and the DAR
Manual for Citizenship.

Many chapter activities were annual events, including laying a wreath at the Stone of 
Remembrance in Brookwood Cemetery, attending Memorial Day services at the Church of St 
Margaret’s, Westminster, and a luncheon in honour of George Washington’s birthday. These 
luncheons were prestigious events, addressed by well-known personalities. What information we
have about these speakers is listed at the end of this work. Since Memorial Day in the USA 
wasn’t proclaimed a federal holiday until 1971, the assumption is that the services they attended 
were on Remembrance, or Armistice, Day, 11 November.

One of the first items to be done was a donation of fifty-five volumes of the DAR Lineage Books 
to the British Museum. Mr Frederic S. Kenyon, curator at the time, wrote to the chapter 
concerning the donation:

“We welcome any collection of genealogies which the Society of the Daughters
of the American Revolution may be willing to present to us, and we recognize it
as a sign of the good feeling which now exists and which we wish to promote
between America and England.”

A concern for the early members was the name of the National Society. The Office of the 
Organizing Secretary General has kindly sent us a copy of a handwritten letter from Mrs. 
Moseley, written in 1927, where she mentions this:

The way we have accomplished as much as we have is by enthusiasm and by
this means we have squelched much of the criticism. The criticism is always of
our  name.   Revolution  means  Bolshevism  these  days,  so  we  call  ourselves
London England Chapter and do not stress the D.A.R. as many people do not
know the society and wouldn’t understand its worth if it did, unless they could
be in America.  But we are on our way to bigger things and if we grow an
interest as we have in the past two years we should be a real credit to the
National Society.

Following is a summary of the activities carried out by the chapter, taken primarily from Senate 
Reports, newsletters, and Regents’ Reports. Updates on the activities have been noted where 
possible, and all source material is held in the records of the chapter Librarian/Historian.

1925 - 1928 
Margaret Chaffee Moseley, Regent

The London-England Chapter NSDAR was organised on 6 November 1925. The Organising 
Regent was Mrs. Robert Brainard Moseley.

The May 1931 issue of the Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine printed an intriguing
article  about  the  first  Memorial  Day  [Remembrance  Day]  celebrated  by  the  chapter  after  its
organisation. At the time, there were several survivors of the American Civil War living in London.
Each year, these men gathered at the statue of Abraham Lincoln on Parliament Square to lay a wreath,
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joined on this  occasion by 75 members of  the London chapter  and their  junior organisation, the
Daughters of America.

When all these men have passed on, the Daughters of the American Revolution in
London will doubtless carry on this custom and always, once a year, will recall to
memory our great martyr.

We have no record of when this ceremony came to an end. But, as the article states, “The
flowers will fade and die, but the spirit and ideals of a nation and a people ‘shall not
perish from the earth.’ ”

Mrs. Moseley brought two pots of ivy from the tombs of George and Martha Washington at 
Mount Vernon, Virginia, and planted them in the Sulgrave Manor garden, where they trailed 
over the entrance gate.

Sixty-nine volumes of DAR Lineage Books were bound and placed in the British Museum.

A club was organised for a group of forty American girls of school age, with the purpose of 
retaining their interest in American affairs. Mrs. Horace Lee Washington, wife of the Consul 
General, organised the club in association with the chapter. The main objective of the club, called
Alpha Lambda Theta, was to keep American ideals alive in these young expat girls, while 
maintaining the respect “due to the mother country.”

The chapter assisted in establishing film programs 
for American children at the American Women’s 
Club. Historical papers were published in the DAR 
magazine and the American Women’s Magazine. 
Apparently, the chapter Historian contributed one 
hundred columns “for the press.”

Sir Esme Howard, British Ambassador to the United
States and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, presented
a Union flag to the National Society on behalf of the
chapter. Sir Esme served as Ambassador from 1924-
1930, and was later created 1st Baron Howard of 
Penrith. The Springfield (Massachusetts) Republican
reported:

Washington. April 16—Virginia Rothermel, a pretty blond with a decidedly English
accent,  came  all  the  way  from London  to  hold  the  Union  Jack  that  Sir  Esme
Howard,  the  British  Ambassador,  presented  to  the  Daughters  of  the  American
Revolution tonight. The girl is representing the London chapter of the D.A.R. at
the continental congress that opened a six-day session here today. The London
chapter, made up, of course, of Americans, is one of the strongest in the entire
organisation, it is said.
Sir Esme was on the program with President Coolidge and Secretary of War Davis.
His presentation of the English flag was considered a pretty gesture of friendship
between the "mother country" and its independent young daughter.

Further volumes of DAR Lineage Books were given to the British Museum Library. 

Once each month, an historical research conference was held at the American Women’s Club,
discussing the connection between American and English history in England.
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In addition to attending the memorial services at St Margaret’s, a spray of bluegrass, beech, and
oak leaves was placed at the foot of the Lincoln Monument in Parliament Square.

The President General,  Mrs. Alfred Brosseau, was
presented at the Court of St James’s. The 1929 report
to the U.S. Congress quotes Mrs. Brosseau:

While in London, it was my privilege,
as  your  President  General,  to  be
presented at the Court of St James [sic]
on  May  8,  1928.  That  ceremony,  so
beautiful that it assumes the aspects of
pageantry  and  yet  so  simple  that  it
savors  of  democracy,  is  an
unforgettable  experience  for  fortunate
participants.

I  wish  to  take  this  occasion  to  state
that  I  came  away  none  the  less  a
staunch  American,  with  my  self-
respect  quite  intact,  and  with  the
perfectly  natural  feeling  that,  as  the
guest of another country, I had simply
been accorded its highest honors.

Mrs. Brosseau was entertained officially during her visit to London by the American Women’s 
Club and by Lady Astor. She was also able to attend two functions at the American Embassy. In 
her 1928 Report to the NBOM, Mrs. Brosseau says that she “ . . . found in the membership a 
most interesting, earnest group of women. Their delightful hospitality knew no bounds, and I 
was honoured with many luncheons and teas.”

1928 –1932
Elisabeth Walton Allen Mennell, Regent

A ceremony at a small American cemetery was held outside the prison at Princeton, Devon, where 208
young American sailors of the War of 1812 are buried. Recording Secretary General Sadie F. Earle 
represented members of the DAR and United States Daughters of 1812. She also attended the Flag 
Day celebrations in London.

On 9 June 1928, Chapter Regent Mrs. Mennell  wrote to the President General,  Mrs. Lowell
Fletcher Hobart:

“Dear Mrs. Hobart, 

When this chapter was formed, our real wish was to have it named The Walter
Hines Page Chapter, but owing to our distance not being able to reach Mrs. Page to
receive  her  consent  to  use  her  husband’s  name  from  Washington,  and  the
unavoidable delay in name, the authorities in Washington cabled us we must settle
on  another  one,  as  a  definite  name  had  to  be  registered  by  a  certain  date.
Reluctantly  we chose  London England Chapter.   A week after  the  matter  was
closed, we received a cable from Mrs. Page granting her permission to use her late
husband’s name, but then, according to our reply from Headquarters, it was too
late. At our annual meeting, at which we had the honour of having Mrs. Brosseau
[President General at that time], we re-opened the question of our name – and our
chapter voted unanimously that we petition you once again to be allowed to change
our  name.  Mrs. Brosseau assured us  that  she  now understood our  reasons  for
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using Mr Page’s name, instead of our present one, and that she would explain
them to you.  Anyone who lived in  England through the  war  knows what  Mr
Page’s services were to America.  Certainly none have [sic] been greater during the
last  100  years,  and  we  feel  it  would  be  a  fitting  tribute  to  a  great  man.  To
Americans in England, the London England Chapter means nothing.  The Walter
Hines Page Chapter would mean much. 

Believe me,
Sincerely yours,
 
Elisabeth W. Mennell. 

The name was officially changed to Walter Hines Page Chapter on 21 June 1928.

The visit Mrs. Mennell referred to in her letter was described by Mrs. Brosseau in the NBOM
meeting of June 1928:

 . . . I found in the membership a most interesting, earnest group of women. 
Their delightful hospitality knew no bounds, and I was honored with many 
luncheons and teas. 

The general meeting and State Conference were held at the home of Mrs. R.A. 
Rothermel, the mother of the lovely young page who served us so faithfully during 
Congress.

With exceeding tact and wisdom they are meeting a most delicate situation and 
are gradually making a distinct place for the chapter in England. They are confining
themselves almost entirely to historic pilgrimages and genealogical research and are
gleaning data that will be invaluable to the National Society as well as to 
themselves.

. . . Only women of the highest type could carry on as they are doing and we 
have every reason to be proud of Mrs. Robert Brainard Moseley and her associates.

The chapter assisted in funding the restoration of the bells in All  Saints Church, Purleigh, Essex,
where Lawrence Washington, great-great-grandfather of George Washington, was rector from 1632 to
1643.

The January 1929 All Saints, Purleigh, Parish Magazine reports:

Daughters of the American Revolution
This is a large organisation all over America, with “Chapters” in many centres. In 
England there is only one “the London Chapter.” Recently the Rector addressed a 
large company of these ladies in London on the subject of “Life in Church and 
State in the times of Lawrence Washington.” Mrs. James Mennell, the Regent of the
Chapter has kindly sent £2 2s on their behalf which has been placed to the Bell 
Repairs Fund.

In 2013, the Priest-in-charge at Purleigh, the Reverend Doctor Laurie Blavey, said that five
bells were re-hung with new “fittings” in 1928 and the original timber floor of the bell 
chamber was replaced with a steel and concrete one in 1934. The following year, a sixth 
bell was added. 

In 1930 the chapter arranged for an exhibit of early American silver at the American Women’s
Club. An English collector loaned twenty pieces, which had been made in America and dated
before  1800.   Americans  living  in  London  loaned  over  a  hundred  more  pieces.  The  U.S.
Ambassador Charles E Dawes and Mrs. Dawes opened the exhibit. 
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By this time, one hundred and twelve DAR Lineage Books had been donated to the British Museum.
Members visited Sulgrave Manor, where the ivy planted by Mrs. Moseley in 1926 was still growing on
the garden gate.

Members also visited the home and church of Lawrence Washington at Purleigh, Essex.

1932 – 1933
Caroline Swift Kimball Rowe, Regent

Members celebrated the bicentennial of the birth of George
Washington at Sulgrave Manor, where Ambassador Andrew Mellon
presided. State Regent Mrs. James Mennell represented the DAR. As
a part of the celebrations, an elm tree was planted on the Sulgrave
grounds.  The tree was a “grandchild” of the Cambridge Elm that
stood witness as George Washington took command of the
American army in 1775. A gift of Mrs. James H Dorsey of the
Baltimore DAR chapter, the tree was planted with a box of soil from
Annapolis, where Washington resigned his commission. Unhappily,
the tree later succumbed to Dutch Elm Disease. In 2013, the chapter
voted to replace it with one of another species appropriate to the
memory of General Washington. 

The chapter presented bound copies of the 1925-1932 issues of the
DAR magazine to the British Museum.

In 1932, the chapter presented a painting of George Washington to the newly formed Benjamin
Franklin Chapter in Paris, France. 

1933 –1934
Martha Agerter Lay
and Sarah Louise
Collins Davis,
Regents

The chapter began
taking part in the
Memorial Day
services at
Brookwood
Cemetery, laying a
wreath at the Stone
of Remembrance.
The chapter also
had special pews
reserved at St
Margaret’s, Westminster, for the annual memorial service. The chapter’s involvement with 
Woodlarks began this year. Mrs. Mennell attended an unveiling in Paris of a bronze tablet 
commemorating the French soldiers who died at Yorktown. 

1934 – 1936
Edna Taylor Rothermel, Regent

The chapter contributed to the scholarship fund of the Federation of American Women’s Clubs 
Overseas. They also set a fixed sum to be paid yearly to the University of London for the 
American section of the Institute of Historical Research.
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Benjamin Franklin Chapter, Paris, France on 22 February 1932, showing the painting of 
George Washington presented by the Walter Hines Page Chapter.

The Sulgrave Elm



1936 – 1947
Grace Lathrop Dunham Luling and Pearl Tarter Fishburn,
Regents

Mrs. William Becker, President General, visited the State
Society at the time of the coronation on 12 May 1937 of
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.  During her trip,
she visited Woodlarks Camp and planted a tree there in
commemoration of her visit.

Mrs. Becker later attended court at Buckingham Palace.
According to a local paper, Mrs. Becker wore “a classical
gown of amber colored satin embroidered with amber
bugles and diamante in a bow design.  A train of gold
brocade embroidered with amber bugles and diamante and
lined with chiffon.  Carried a white feather fan.” 

The dress Mrs. Becker wore is now housed in the NSDAR
Archives.

1940 saw Mrs. Theodore Luling as a 
member of the organising committee for 
the American Ambulance, Great Britain.  
Mrs. Luling appealed to the President 
General and received generous voluntary 
contributions. Through Allied Relief, the 
National Society was able to contribute a 
sum of £550.00, a great deal of money for
the time, and one ambulance carried the 
words, “Presented by Daughters of the 
American Revolution.” The American 
Ambulance served civilians only, and 
was carrying three thousand individuals 
each week by the following year. 

The Ellis Island Fund and the DAR 
Manual for Citizenship were again 
supported, and the chapter presented a 
radio set to Sacombe Park Nursery School
in Hertfordshire.

Mrs. Luling represented the National Society at memorial services and served on the Council of the 
American Ambulance, Great Britain. She laid a wreath at the Stone of Remembrance at Brookwood on 
Memorial Day. 

The American Ambulance began closing down at the end of the war. They had driven a total of 
16,000,000 miles and carried 800,000 patients. 

A donation of 25,000 francs was made to Middlesex Hospital in London for establishment in 
perpetuity of two awards to be available for American patients. (This hospital was closed in 2005, and 
demolished in 2008.) 5,000 francs was given to other hospitals. The Senate Report tells us that the 
donations were made in francs, but we can only speculate as to reason. 
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Mrs. Luling attended a memorial service for President Franklin D. Roosevelt in April 1945 at St. Paul's 
Cathedral, which was attended by George VI and Queen Elizabeth, as well as Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill.

She also attended a ceremony at the Guildhall when the Freedom of the City of London was conferred
upon General Dwight D. Eisenhower.

We have a poignant note from this time written by Martha Eddy Hawes, Registrar of Walter Hines 
Page Chapter, to the Registrar General, Mrs. Frank Mason, dated 11 December 1941:

My dear Mrs. Mason,

We had a meeting of our Chapter yesterday in London; as we are so depleted in
numbers, we could only muster 12. It was also the day of announcements of
such disasters in the Pacific that we felt depressed.

We reelected our officers of the past year, as nearly as possible. Mrs. Mc Master
agreed to carry on the Recording secretary's work, as Mrs. Lee is now in the
U.S. and has transferred to the chapter in Somerville N.J. Mrs. Mc Master was
already Chapter Vice Regent, but we had no member free enough to do the
secretarial work.

Our Directors are half of them in the U.S. and later we are hoping to get some
of the members still over here to take on their places.

I will enclose a list of the officers as it stands at this date.

We all send our deepest sympathies to you in the U.S., who are now suffering 
the anxieties of this awful war.

Yours very truly
[signed] Martha Addy Hawes
(Mrs. Alfred Hawes)
Registrar

1947 – 1963
Grace Lathrop Dunham Luling, Regent

Mrs.  Luling  represented  the  chapter  at  the  usual  annual  ceremonies,  and  at  the  unveiling  and
dedication in Westminster Abbey of the memorial plaque to President Roosevelt. Eleanor Roosevelt
and Winston Churchill attended.

The  chapter  joined  with  the  American  Women’s  Club  to  honour  the  wife  of  the  new  U.S.
Ambassador, Mrs. Walter S. Gifford.

A joint meeting with the American Women’s Club was postponed in 1952 owing to the sudden death
of King George VI. Mrs. Walter S. Gifford was again guest of honour at the postponed meeting, and
American wives  of  MPs were  invited.  Sympathy was  expressed to  Queen Mary  and the  “young
Queen.”

Mrs.  Raymond  Goodfellow,  National  Chairman  of  the  NSDAR  Units  Overseas  Committee,
visited  London in  May 1953.  She  and Mrs.  Luling  attended a  Memorial  Day service  at  St.
Margaret’s, Westminster, for American servicemen who are buried in the British Isles.  Mrs.
Luling laid a wreath at the Stone of Remembrance at Brookwood Cemetery in the name of the
society. 
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Mrs. Winthrop Aldrich, wife of the new U.S. Ambassador, attended the April meeting in 1953.

The death of Queen Mary, the “great and good Queen,” was mentioned in the chapter’s annual
report, and sympathy was expressed.

Mrs. Raymond C. Goodfellow, National Chairman of the Units Overseas Committee, visited in 1954 
with her husband. They 
attended the Memorial 
Day service at St 
Margaret’s, 
Westminster, and were 
given tea at the 
American Women’s 
Club. The annual report 
mentions the wish to be 
able to contribute to the 
National Society—the 
chapter being unable to 
do so because of 
currency regulations.

Keeping a promise 
made to Mrs. 
Luling, Queen 
Elizabeth the 

Queen Mother visited the American Women’s Club for tea in May 1955, with many Walter Hines
Page Chapter members attending. Mrs. Winthrop Aldrich, the wife of the American 
Ambassador, and Vicountess Nancy Astor were among the guests. According to the May 1955 
Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine, the Queen Mother spoke to all “with her usual 
graciousness and charm, which won all hearts.”

The chapter now had a U.S. dollar bank account, so was able to contribute to Tamassee, Kate
Duncan Smith and Blue Ridge schools. 

In 1957, Mrs. Luling was able to contribute toward the DAR’s object of historic preservation by
donating a family Bible to the Sturgis Library in Barnstaple, Massachusetts. She described the gift
in her yearly report:

By request, this report contains an account of
a  historic  event  in  my  family  annals.  On
September  4,  1957,  at  Barnstable,  Mass.,  a
town founded by my ancestor the Reverend
John Lathrop, I presented to the Sturges [sic]
Library, in the Lathrop room, in a portion of
the  house  built  by  him,  our  unique  family
heirloom, the Lathrop Bible, printed in 1605,
in the reign of James the First, and brought
over by the Reverend John in the Griffin in

1634. This was the only Bible on the ship. As the story goes, he fell asleep while
at his devotions. A spark from the rushlight by which he was reading fell on the
open book,  burning a hole about the size of  a halfcrown through 15 pages.
Before the end of the voyage, he has pasted paper over each hole, and filled in
the missing passages from memory, in a style imitating the original script. This
Bible came to me in a direct line from John Lathrop, and I carried it back with
me when I flew over last summer. The presentation was in the superior court

10

The Lothrop Bible

 

 Left to right: Mrs. Luling, Mrs. Aldrich, the Queen Mother and Primrose Lawson-
Johnston. 



room, attended by the county commissioners, selectmen, sheriff,  local clergy,
moderator of the town, and other notables. After the ceremonies we proceeded
to the Lathrop room in the Sturges [sic] Library, where I had the moving and
happy experience of returning the precious volume, after 300 years, to its former
home. 

The 1959 annual report gives a description of the dedication of the American memorial Chapel at St 
Paul’s, attended by Mrs. Luling in the presence of the Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh, Vice President 
and Mrs. Nixon, U.S. Ambassador John Hay Whitney, ministers of church and state, and a “large and
distinguished congregation.”  

Members of the chapter visited Woodlarks with Mrs. David Bruce, wife of Ambassador David K.E. 
Bruce, in 1963.

Plans were noted to present a shield to the newly-formed American high school at the U.S. Air Force 
base at Royal Air Force Station Lakenheath in Suffolk. “On this shield, the name of each year’s 
recipient of the DAR good citizenship award will be inscribed, and our chapter is also giving a medal 
to be kept by the scholar.” The chapter made efforts in 2013 to locate the shield, but was unable to do 
so.

1963 – 1971
Helen Hovey Daniel Johnson, Regent

Vice Regent Mrs. Maurice Bulpitt entertained American ladies on a tour in London, including dinner 
and a performance of “Parsifal” at the Royal Albert Hall, in 1966 and an organ recital was arranged for 
visiting members of the Sons of the American Revolution.

A donation was made toward the Captain John Smith window, designed by Francis Skeath, at St 
Sepulchre-without-Newgate in Holborn, London, where John Smith is buried. Information on the 
window and the church can be found at http://stsepulchres.org/our-community/history/

In 1965, a two-week tour of England was arranged, attended by several members from the United 
States. The last day of their visit was spent with members of the Walter Hines Page Chapter, who 
entertained the group in Gravesend. They visited the gravesite of Pocahontas, were received by the 
Mayor of Gravesend in the historic Town Hall, and then had tea at the Clarendon Royal Hotel.

After 1968, no Units Overseas information is included in the National Reports given to the U.S. 
Senate. There is little recorded history to be consulted besides these reports, as most of our 
records and artefacts were lost. Suzy Vincent, Chapter Regent from 1983-86, tells us that these 
were in the possession of two members, the daughters of an Admiral who lived in his home in 
Dungeness, Kent. The property around the house was sold and developed by the Nuclear 
Energy Commission, although the family retained the house itself.  One sister died of cancer; 
Mrs. Vincent visited the surviving sister in about 1975. That sister became ill and was unable to 
attend meetings, and later also died of cancer. Apparently, in her will she decreed that all her 
papers, which would have included our chapter archives, be destroyed.  Sadly for us, it is 
believed her solicitor did just that. 

What follows comes primarily from Mrs. Russell’s Daughters Overseas, and from regents’ 
reports from the time. 
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1971 – 1980
Mary Agnes Tower Bulpitt, Regent

“Sis”  Bulpitt  was  a  very  colourful  character,  very  active  in  society.  Although we know she
attended Continental Congress many times, we don’t have records of her activities with the
chapter.

1980 –1983
Frances Tayer Rowles Van Brunt, Regent

President General Mrs. Walter Hughey King and Mrs. Charles K. Kemper, National Chairman,
Units Overseas Committee, visited England in conjunction with the bicentennial celebration of
the Treaty of Paris.

We have a witty letter from Frances Van Brunt, in response to a “delightfully cross” letter from
Mrs. Yochim: 

October 4, ‘82

Dear Mrs. Yochim,
Thank you for your delightfully cross letter and enclosed form. Naturally 

you are upset, so am I.
Mrs. Maurice Bulpitt ceased to be Regent of the Walter Hines Page 

Chapter and I was Vice-Regent, so I took over Spring of 1982.
Mrs. B. has all the Records and we can’t find her. She is married to a 

charming Englishman. I have constantly written and phoned her Housekeeper 
in Birmingham, who hasn’t a clue either. Same with her Florida address. Please 
send me her U.S. address from your files, That may punch her up a bit!!!

No one, except overseas General has written me. I have no entry blanks. 
Please send me everything, including cost of Regent’s pin and Vice-Regent’s 
too.

We are 14 members, mostly elderly and inactive, so dear kind Mrs. 
Vincent and I do all the work. We are joining up with the new, about a year, 
S.A.R and that will bring new life to us, old Chapter.

We had 19 Requests from U.S. DARs asking me to entertain them. We 
have no money and I’m not going to spend my own – Sorry to be unhelpful but 
my hands are tied.

Please send me name and address of Paris Chapter & Regent – We’re so 
near we can co-operate.

Good Luck, Best Wishes
Frances Van Brunt
Regent

1983-1986
Suzanne Rose Perkins Vincent, Regent

The chapter was restructured during this time, with the help of member Nancy Gough and the 
encouragement of the United Kingdom Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. During a
visit in 1985, Mrs. Joseph Serrato, the Regent of The Button Gwinnet chapter, of Georgia, 
donated a gavel to the chapter, enabling us to officially start the meetings. Unhappily that 
chapter no longer exists, but the gavel is still in use today.

During a visit by President General Patricia W. Shelby to the United Kingdom in 1983, several 
members of the chapter were able to join her and her party at a Thanksgiving dinner held at the 
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American Embassy. The group took part in Remembrance Day services, and visited St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. A highlight of the visit was an appointment at Buckingham Palace to present Prince 
William with a Christmas present. The Privy Secretary to the Princess of Wales received the gift 
from representatives of the DAR in the Palace Reception Room.

Members of the National Board made a Remembrance Tour of the United Kingdom in 1985.  Mrs.
King, Mrs. Kemper, and Mrs. Russell travelled to Grafton Underwood, Northamptonshire, to 
initiate a project to plant blight-resistant elms in the UK. Grafton Underwood was a World War II
air base from which the first operational bombing missions were launched against the Germans, 
and the trees were planted following the line of two of the runways. These trees, planted among 
trees planted earlier by members of the 384th Bomb Group, commemorated 200 people killed 
when a Unites States Air Force transport aircraft crashed on a flight between Britain and the 
United States in the mid-1980s.

On the evening of December 13, 1985, a DAR display case holding a book showing the recording 
of the marriage of John Quincy Adams was formally dedicated in the church of All Hallows by 
the Tower, the oldest church in the City of London.

1986 – 1988
Joan Patricia Breyfogle Bartlett, Regent

In 1987, President General Mrs. Raymond
Franklin Fleck and Mrs. David C Russell,
National Chairman of the Units Overseas
Committee, visited London. On May 18, after a
reception, a Walter Hines Page Chapter meeting,
and a luncheon at the American Embassy, the
President General unveiled a tablet in front of
the Grosvenor Square house once occupied by
John Adams. The tablet is a replica of the United
States – United Kingdom Friendship tablet
dedicated at Yorktown, Massachusetts in 1984. 

1988-1990
Renée St. Clair Brady Chryssolor, Regent

Chapter members were included at the annual Thanksgiving Service at St Paul’s Cathedral in 
London with what was supposed to have been permanent seating behind the Ambassador to the 
Court of St. James’s. A Christmas cookie exchange was instituted, and the chapter association 
with All Hallows by the Tower was re-established. With President General Ann Fleck, the 
Friendship Plaque in Grosvenor Square was rededicated. 
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1990-1992
Nancy Dayton Gough, Regent

Chapter members enjoyed a private showing of the Eighteenth
Century Doll Collection at Christie’s Auction Gallery. A private tour
of St. Paul’s Cathedral was also arranged by a chapter member who
was a volunteer guide at the Cathedral. Members visited the
American Museum in Britain at Bath, as well as Sulgrave Manor,
attended a Benjamin Franklin lecture at the English-Speaking Union,
and had a “Genealogy Day Out” at the Hyde Park Family History
Centre for a film and tour of the library. The chapter received an
invitation to a private Japanese tea ceremony at the Urasenke
Foundation, and hosted an “Authors Lunch” at the American
Embassy with Susan Donnell, author of Pocahontas.

Besides donating several
books to the Walter
Hines Page Library at the
English-Speaking Union,
the chapter made a
donation to St. Oswald’s
Church in Warton,
Lancashire, to assist
them with repairs to
their clock tower. St
Oswald’s was an early
place of worship for the
Washington family.
Walter Hines Page
Chapter commissioned a
special kneeler for All
Hallows by the Tower,
which was presented by

President General Marie Yochim during her visit to the United Kingdom. 

Mrs. Russell and members of the Executive Board joined Mrs. Yochim in her Remembrance Tour of 
England, France and Germany. Besides presenting the kneeler to All Hallows, a wreath was laid at the
Friendship tablet in Grosvenor Square. The group also enjoyed a luncheon cruise on the Thames, and 
a gala reception and dinner at the Naval and Military Club.

A dinner was hosted with the Sons of the American Revolution in honour of former Lord High 
Chancellor Lord Hailsham, whose daughter the Hon. Dame Mary Claire Hogg is a Walter Hines Page 
Chapter member.

1992 – 1993
Angela Jean Wood Cutbill, Regent

Regrettably, we have very little information concerning Mrs. Cutbill’s time in office. She moved
back to the United States shortly after she was elected.
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1993 – 1996
Holly Louise Smith, Regent

The chapter dined with Mrs. Caroline Seitz, wife of the U.S. Ambassador, in the Wedgwood 
Room of Mosimann’s Club, Belgravia in September 1993. Members were given a tour of Lloyd’s 
of London by member Ellen Davidson, and again attended the Thanksgiving Service at St Paul’s.
President General Wayne Blair visited in 1994, with her husband and other DAR officials. Her 
party was treated to a special service in her honour at All Hallows by the Tower, followed by 
what was described in the chapter newsletter as an “elaborate” tea.  With the SAR, chapter 
members attended lunch at the Savile Club, where Ambassador Raymond Seitz addressed the 
group. A meeting was held at the English-Speaking Union, and the chapter donated several 
books to the Walter Hines Page Library there. John Major was invited to speak to the chapter 
during the President General’s visit, but had to decline. He did, however, express a wish to 
speak at a future date.

Chapter members attended an event at Sotheby’s with Baroness Thatcher, and member Laura 
Greilsamer arranged a trip to Normandy, to join members of the Rochambeau Chapter for a 
Thanksgiving weekend. Holly Smith and former Regent Nancy Gough attended, at the invitation
of the Rochambeau Chapter, a lunch honouring Pamela Harriman, U.S. Ambassador to France.

A black-tie dinner was co-hosted at the American Embassy with the newly formed London 
chapter of the Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America.

In 1995, Mrs. Charles Kemper, President General, and Mrs. David Russell, National Chairman 
Units Overseas, attended the fiftieth anniversary of VE Day at Madingley American Cemetery 
and Memorial, near Cambridge. The Vice President of the United States, Mr. Albert Gore, was 
the keynote speaker. Mrs. Kemper laid a wreath. The following day Mrs. Kemper attended St. 
Paul’s Cathedral for a special service of Remembrance held in the presence of Queen Elizabeth II 
and many dignitaries from around the world. 

Chapter members enjoyed a visit to the Bank of England, where they were shown a document 
signed by George and Martha Washington in 1759 authorising dividend payments on stock they 
jointly held.  They attended a showing of The Madness of George III at the National Theatre, and
joined Author Fran Hazelton, following her book London’s American Past, in a walking tour. An
event was held at the Savile Club with the SAR, attended by Ambassador William L. Crowe and 
his wife. A visit to Jordans, Buckinghamshire, was arranged—the village where William Penn is 
buried, along with ten of his children.

1996 – 1998
Laura Ann Greilsamer, Regent

May of 1998 saw chapter members at the Tower of London, where they viewed the Ceremony of 
the Keys. Vic Lucas, a Yeoman Warder, told the story of how King George III imprisoned George
Lawrence, a cousin of George Washington, in the Tower to put pressure on Washington. This 
did not influence General Washington, and Lawrence was later released.

Several members, by special invitation, celebrated Independence Day at Winfield House, the 
London residence of the American Ambassador. 

Commander Elliot Seatherton, husband of member Katherine Seatherton, invited the chapter to 
spend the day on the H.M.S. Richmond, an anti-submarine frigate. Those attending were treated
to lunch in the Commander’s cabin, and were able to view the ship in action as it was guided 
through several exercises.
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In September, the chapter presented the DAR American History Medal to Professor John Keane, 
author of Tom Paine, A Political Life. Members joined the SAR for an evening with Lord 
Hailsham.

A Founders’ Luncheon was held at the American Embassy, honouring members who had been 
in DAR for more than 25 years. 

Members attended a weekend in Bath, visiting the American Museum. The Chapter was invited 
to All Hallows by the Tower to view some of the early documents held by the church. An 
evening with journalist Anne Applebaum at the Carlton Club gave insight into events in Eastern 
Europe at the time.

Chapter Regent Mrs. Greilsamer and State Regent Mrs. Gough were honoured guests at the two 
hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the birth of John Paul Jones in Dumfries, Scotland, in 1997.  
In September, Mrs. Gough laid a wreath at Kensington Palace in memory of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. On 31 October, Mrs. Gough represented the United Kingdom State Society at the 
dedication of a tablet at Lake Havasu City, Arizona, the location of the London Bridge. The tablet
commemorates the friendship between the American people and the people of Great Britain.

1998 – 1999
Ellen Magbee Davidson, Regent

Nancy Gough was elected to the office of Vice President
General.  Nancy was also asked to serve on the Advisory
Council of Sulgrave Manor. The practice of laying a wreath
at the Stone of Remembrance in Brookwood Cemetery was
resumed, taking place on Armistice or Remembrance Day.

It was during Ellen Davidson’s term that the chapter
obtained the bronze “Eagle and Her Eaglets,” a copy of the
one that stands in Constitution Hall and was the President
General’s Project during the Kemper administration. Two
hundred copies were made of the larger statue, designed
by David Turner. The chapter purchased one of these as a
gift to Winfield House. Due to scheduling conflicts and obscure regulations, it was decided that 
our eagle should stay with the chapter, and is now held by the Regent during her term of office. 

Special events included a viewing of archives at ING Bank of Barings Bank concerning the 
Louisiana Purchase and other early American documents, a dinner in the House of Lords with 
Baroness Thatcher as the speaker, and a reception and tour of Highgrove, the home of HRH the 
Prince of Wales.

The Central London Neighbourhood of USA Girl Scouts
Overseas thanked the chapter for its assistance in
helping to develop several new patches. They included
“Children’s English Literature and Nursery Rhymes”
and “American History in London and the United
Kingdom.” The chapter donated a large series of
colonial American History books to the American School
in London.
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2000 - 2002 
Cheryl Bernhard Powell, Regent

2000 The United Kingdom State Regent Holly Smith and her husband Neil Osborn attended the 
dedication of a plaque on top of a stone cairn in Rosneath, Scotland. 

It was announced in the April newsletter that the chapter had raised over $10,000 for Sulgrave 
Manor through auctions, sales, personal contributions, and a Teen Age Disco.

A Chili Night at Benjamin Franklin House was arranged for visiting
teachers and students from the Kate Duncan Smith DAR School.
During the evening, the chapter presented a silver letter opener to
the House. Several members celebrated Independence Day at
Winfield House as guests of Ambassador and Mrs. Philip Lader.
Holly Smith and Cheryl Powell represented the chapter at the
Brookwood Memorial Cemetery Remembrance services.

This year marked the 75th anniversary of the Walter Hines Page
Chapter. An anniversary luncheon was held at the Royal Air Force
Club in November. 

2001 Commander Elliot Seatherton, husband of member Katherine
Seatherton, invited the chapter to lunch and a private tour of HMS 
Invincible.

In October, chapter members sponsored by the U.S. Cultural
Attaché attended a luncheon at the American Embassy. 

2002-2004 
Katherine Zeta Bunting Seatherton, Regent

2002 Djemila, Lady Cope of Berkeley, won a competition for designing a 
pin for the U.K. State Society. Unhappily, the beautiful pin is no longer 
available for purchase.

A charity luncheon raised £400 for Benjamin Franklin House.

In May, member Margaret Hallam presented
a Junior ROTC award to a member of the Air
Force Junior ROTC Squadron at RAF
Lakenheath in Cambridgeshire.

The home of Lady Crane, wife of the Director of the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, was the scene of a chapter meeting in March. After
the meeting, those attending were able to visit the annual Orchid
Festival in the Princess of Wales Conservatory in the Gardens.

October brought a visit by the President General, Linda Tinker
Watkins. Events during her visit included a luncheon cruise on the
River Thames and a visit to All Hallows by the Tower. 

2003 The NSDAR American Heritage Committee’s National First
Prize in Cultural Events and Traditions (individual) went to member
Janet Nicholls for her work on the New Elizabethan Embroideries at
Sulgrave Manor.
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Member Holly Smith won the Committee’s National Third prize for an English translation of the 
National Polish Military Museum Guide in the Historic Preservation (individual) competition.

Member Ersel Buckley-Sharp was presented with a DAR Community Service Award certificate 
for her work with Riding for the Disabled and her efforts on behalf of Benjamin Franklin House.

The chapter again hosted a dinner for students and teachers from the Kate Duncan Smith DAR 
School. 

The Thanksgiving Service at St Paul’s Cathedral was made particularly special by an invitation to 
attend luncheon following the service in the Crypt of St Paul’s.

It was in 2003 that member Suzy Vincent presented the “Madonna of the Trails” statuette to the 
chapter. Suzy tells us how this came about:

At our recent WHP Chapter meeting the Madonna of the Trail
statue was on display and was duly passed onto the new board
for safekeeping. I found the small statue at an antique fair in
Guildford about 15/20 years ago. It had an absurd price on it
and as the vendor knew nothing about it I managed to bargain
him down by spinning a story about what little value or interest
there would be for it in Britain. I wonder if in fact it had once
belonged to our chapter as all our early memorabilia in store
with one of our founder members was dispersed by order of her
solicitor  upon  her  death  over  30  years  ago.  There  were
apparently many interesting pieces in the collection which were
of great historic interest to us not only in papers and books but
also Indian artefacts  and pieces  such  as the  Madonna might
have been. The founder members were great friends of Walter
Hines Page so no doubt they might have given some personal
mementos now lost to us--this of course is speculation on my
part. Happily the Madonna is back amongst her own kind!

And so has our little statue endured many trials and tribulations
starting life  in the US one of  not many cast  as souvenirs  or

perhaps fund raisers for the big statues, crossing the Atlantic to Great Britain, surviving
the wars even perhaps the Blitz, lost to her daughters for many years but now reunited
and loved by the Walter Hines Page Chapter, one might say pioneers in their own right.

Suzy Vincent
Regent, 1983-86

It is the practice of our chapter to entrust our Madonna to the Treasurer during her term of 
office.

2004 A dinner was jointly hosted with the United Kingdom Society, Sons of the American 
Revolution at the Army and Navy Club in March. The speaker for the evening was Admiral 
Gregory G. Johnson, Commander U.S. Naval Forces Europe, and Commander Allied Forces 
Southern Europe.

2004-2006
Margaret Brewster Hallam, Regent

2004 A meeting of eight European chapters was held in Paris, where they were addressed by the 
Mayor of the 16th Arrondissement of Paris and the Counsellor for Cultural Affairs at the U.S. 
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Embassy in Paris. The chapter took part in Remembrance Day services at Brookwood, and 
Thanksgiving Day services at St Paul’s. 

In September, Honorary Chapter Regent Mary Agnes “Sis” Towers Bulpitt, a long-serving and 
colourful member, celebrated her 100th birthday.

2005 Continuing the long-standing connection with Sulgrave Manor, the chapter became an 
official Benefactor for the Manor’s “Raise the Roof” restoration appeal with a donation of $2,500. 
The cheque was presented to Sulgrave during the chapter’s AGM held in May. During the visit, 
the preservation work of Janet Nicholls, Vice Regent, was recognized. 

The SAR invited chapter members to attend an April dinner held at the Cavalry and Guards
Club.  The  speaker  was  Thomas  Fenton,  a  journalist  who  served  many  years  as  a  foreign
correspondent.

In May, the chapter learned the sad news that our longest-serving member Mary Agnes Tower 
Bulpitt, known as “Sis,” passed away. 

A visit was arranged to the Charterhouse, where Roger Williams, founder of Providence, Rhode 
Island, attended school. Sir William Purves, husband of member Lady Purves, serves on the 
Board of Governors.

Regent Margaret Hallam and Vice Regent Janet Nicholls attended a service to commemorate the 
60th anniversary of VE day at the Cambridge American Cemetery and Memorial. Chapter 
members were also invited to attend Remembrance Day services at the Brookwood and 
Cambridge cemeteries.
 
2006-2008 
Janet Marie Williams Nicholls, Regent

2006 In October, President General Presley Merritt Wagoner was our guest at the regular chapter 
meeting. After the meeting, held in Past Regent Suzy Vincent’s home, she joined the members 
for a traditional pub lunch, followed by a tour of Mrs. Vincent’s extensive collection of American 
and European dolls and toys at the American Museum in Britain, Claverton Manor, Bath.

A visitor’s book was presented to Sulgrave Manor for the exclusive use of Washington 
descendents. A response from Sulgrave:

On July 11, within days of receiving the visitor’s book, we had our first entry of a
Washington  descendant  from George’s  sister,  Betty,  and her  husband,  Fielding
Lewis. Since then we have had another one as well. It is a pleasure to produce the
book and say, “Would you like to sign here?” We are really pleased and the book is
being received with enthusiasm.

Lunch was enjoyed at the Carlton Club, where Jean Bonilla, Counselor for Labor and Social 
Policy at the U.S. Embassy, addressed chapter members. 

Following an invitation from Maria Tuttle, wife of United States Ambassador Robert Holmes 
Tuttle, 20 members of the chapter gathered at Winfield House for lunch in September. Mrs. 
Tuttle directed a tour of the public rooms, directing the attention of members to modern artwork 
displayed in the residence as a part of the Art in Embassies program.

2007 Regent Janet Nicholls was able to meet members of the Captain James Cook Chapter during 
a visit to Australia. The Australian chapter arranged a special evening for Janet and her husband 
John at the Royal Yacht Squadron in Sydney.
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Benjamin Franklin House was again the site for a chapter meeting, which was followed by a tour 
of the house. Regent Janet Nicholls hosted “Quilts in the Country” at her home on the historic 
Great North Road in Cambridgeshire. 

Janet attended Memorial Day services at the American Cemetery and Memorial in Madingley, 
near Cambridge. The 492nd Bomb Group, based at North Pickenham, Norfolk during World War
II, made a special request for a wreath to be laid on their behalf by one of our members during 
the service.

Tickets to a Purcell Club tour of Westminster Abbey were offered to chapter members. The 
Purcell Club consists of ex-choristers of the Abbey, and they periodically conduct musical concert
tours through the Abbey to raise money for charity. Several of our members attended and had a 
very enjoyable evening.

2008-2010
Holly Louise Smith, Regent

2008 In September, President General Linda Gist Calvin visited the chapter, with her husband 
Jerry. She toured Sulgrave Manor with several members, where she presented Sulgrave Guide 
Jenny Overson with the NSDAR Historic Preservation Medal. This was the first time that 
particular medal had been presented outside the United States.

The visit continued with a country weekend, held at The Old Vicarage in Priors Marston, 
Warwickshire, the home of member Judith Adams.

A breakfast election party held at the Carlton Club in St James’s. 

2009 Dinner party was hosted at the home of Samuel Johnson, celebrating the publication of a 
new biography written by Peter Martin, the husband of member Maureen Martin. 

Activities included a tour of the Middle Temple, and a “Seeds of Revolution” tour of South 
London, led by Blue Badge Guide Diana Kelsey. Several members and their husbands spent a 
weekend in Bristol, where they investigated American connections in the historic port city. The 
AGM was held at Benjamin Franklin House.

2010  The Rosneath Commemoration Stone, originally
dedicated in 2000, was rededicated. Holly Smith again
attended.

A Junior ROTC medal was presented at the American
high school at RAF Alconbury in Cambridgeshire.

2010-2012 
Laurie Maureen Atkins, Regent

The restoration of the David Hartley Obelisk on Putney
Heath, financed by the chapter, was celebrated.
Members, local dignitaries and a Hartley descendant
attended the ceremony.

2011 Members attended a reception held by the
American Museum at Christie’s. Standing rules were
adopted, and the chapter bylaws were comprehensively
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reviewed and updated. Ties were established with the USAAF 2nd Air Division Memorial Library 
in Norwich. 

The AGM was held at the Royal Geographical Society, where
members were given a fascinating presentation about women in the
Society.

Member Lt. Col. Jennifer Wabals presented a United States Flag to
the chapter. The flag had been flown on July 4th over the Al Faw
Palace in Iraq.

President General Merry Ann T. Wright visited. Activities of the visit
included afternoon tea at the Goring Hotel, tours of Benjamin
Franklin House and the National Archives at Kew, and a meeting
and dinner at Dartmouth House in Mayfair. 

2012  A new chapter website was launched: 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engwhdar/walterhinesdar/index.html. 

The AGM was held at the Royal Garden Hotel in Kensington, where members enjoyed afternoon
tea. 

2012-14
Diana Frances Ryckman Diggines, Regent

2012 The “Seeds of the Revolution” walk took place in Southwark, again led by
Blue Badge Guide Diana Kelsey. This particular walk brought an unexpected
and rare treat: a tour of the church of St. Mary the Virgin in Rotherhithe, the
home church of Captain Christopher Jones. Reverend Mark Nicholls brought out
silver utensils from the time of Captain Jones and members were actually
allowed to handle them. A communion cup, dated 1620, is pictured at right. The
tour ended with lunch at the Mayflower Pub, Rotherhithe.

2013 The AGM was held at All Hallows by the Tower. The meeting was
followed by lunch at Kitchen@Tower, the small restaurant attached to the
church. After lunch, many members stayed for a guided tour of the church,
which holds the marriage registry of John Quincy Adams.

The chapter again had the privilege of awarding a Junior ROTC medal at the American high 
school at RAF Alconbury, with past Regent Janet Nicholls making the presentation.

A few members were able to visit the Frederic Church 
exhibition of American landscapes at the national Gallery 
this year, as well as the Catlin exhibition of American Indian
paintings at the National Portrait Gallery.

2014 was a very busy year for the chapter. The AGM was 
again held at the Royal Garden Hotel in Kensington, and the
connection with All Hallows by the Tower was continued. 
Participation in the Memorial Day ceremonies at the 
Cambridge American Cemetery was re-established. Member 
the Hon. Christina Darell-Brown represented the chapter at 
the American high school at RAF Alconbury to present the 
Junior ROTC medal. 
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Walter Hines Page Chapter was able to obtain a Special Projects Grant from the National Society 
for Sulgrave Manor. The maximum possible grant of $10,000 was awarded, with a requirement 
that Sulgrave match the funding. The award is being used toward the conservation of three 
historically important paintings and some articles of furniture. 

In May, members of the chapter met with members of
the Heritage League of the 2nd Air Division at St Paul’s
Cathedral for a special service in the American Chapel
and Evensong in the Cathedral. Several World War II
veterans were in attendance. 

In September, the chapter was honoured by the
presentation of an NSDAR Historic Preservation Award
to Laurie Atkins, chapter Historian. This was for her
work in documenting memorials in Norfolk and Suffolk
which commemorate World War II American airmen.
During her time in London, Mrs Young also personally
presented Laurie with a Certificate of Appreciation for
the efforts she and her husband made on behalf of these
men.

President General Lynn Forney 
Young visited the chapter in October. 
Her husband Steve, Recorder General
Mindy Kammeyer, and Virginia 
Lingelbach, National Chair of the 
Units Overseas Committee, 
accompanied Mrs. Young. Activities 
included visits to All Hallows by the 
Tower, the “Blood Swept Lands and 
Seas of Red” exhibit at the Tower of 
London, Benjamin Franklin House 
and the Middle Temple. A combined 
meeting and dinner with the St. 
James Chapter was held at the 
University Women’s Club in Mayfair. 
The visit ended with a tour of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, with a special 

emphasis on the American Chapel. The group was able to attend Evensong, and were privileged 
to be able to sit in the quire; the President General and the Daughters of the American 
Revolution were mentioned as special guests for the service.

During Mrs. Young’s time in London, the
chapter presented her with a cheque for
$1,250.00, to mark the 125th anniversary of the
NSDAR. Walter Hines Page is honoured for
this gift on the Donor Wall at the National
Headquarters in Washington DC.

November saw the planting of a tulip tree at
Sulgrave Manor. This was to replace the
“Washington Elm,” originally donated by our
chapter in 1932. Also in November, a memorial
to the men of the 34th Bomb Group, stationed
in Mendlesham, Suffolk, was dedicated.
Regent Diana F. Diggines, with her husband
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Michael, and Historian Laurie Atkins attended. The chapter had donated a substantial amount to
fund the memorial.

The year ended with a lovely Christmas get-together at
the home of past Regent Laura Greilsamer Roberts.

2015 This year, the AGM was again held at All 
Hallows, followed by lunch. A Junior ROTC medal 
was presented at Alconbury, again by past Regent 
Janet Nicholls, and we were able to provide an 
additional medal to Lakenheath High School. Joining 
with Benjamin Franklin House, the American Embassy
and the English Speaking Union, we have assisted in 
sponsoring the Benjamin Franklin House debate 
competition, Frankly Speaking. Our associate 
membership has increased to over 300. The chapter 
would not be able to carry out much of the work we 
do without the support of these enthusiastic members.

A high point of the year was a visit arranged by past 
Treasurer Betsy LaMaster to the British Library to view
an original copy of the Magna Carta and Thomas 
Jefferson’s handwritten Declaration of Independence.

During each year of her two terms of office, Diana F. Diggines was able to represent the chapter 
at Continental Congress, and was honoured to serve in the President General’s Reception 
Rooms. 

At the time of publication, the Walter Hines Page Chapter is
looking forward to a grand 1920s-themed 90th Birthday party to
be held at the Lansdowne Club in Mayfair.

This is a very condensed version of the history of Walter Hines
Page Chapter NSDAR. Thankfully, chapter activities are now
very well documented in newsletters and on social media sites;
for anyone interested in a more complete picture, the resources
are very accessible. This has not always been the case, and many
of our records have been lost or destroyed. Intriguing hints of
causes the chapter the chapter supported and
activities they took part in can no longer be explored.
But the information we do have is a legacy to
treasure.
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Diana F. Diggines and her trademark 
Union Flag Bowler with Mrs Young at 

the 124th Continental Congress

The 
Mendlesham 

Memorial

Five WHP Chapter Regents with President General
Lynn Forney Young in 2014. Left to Right: Laurie
Atkins, Holly Smith, Mrs Young, Nancy Gough,

Laura Roberts and Diana F. Diggines
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The Trustees of Sulgrave Manor send congratulations and best wishes to the Walter 
Hines Page Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, on the occasion of 
its 90th Anniversary. 
 
When Sulgrave Manor, the ancestral home in England of George Washington, was 
acquired to celebrate 100 years of Peace between Great Britain and the United States 
your members were quick in giving both encouragement and support.  You have 
contributed plants and trees for the garden; brought your sewing skills to the new 
Elizabethan Embroideries, the hangings for the bed in our Great Chamber; and have 
provided funds towards the cost of the all-important repair to the Manor's roof.   
 
We thank you for your nine decades of support, for which we are most appreciative, 
and hope that when you reach your Centenary celebration, we will be able to show 
you Sulgrave Manor in an even better state than it is today. 
 
Norman Hudson OBE 
Acting Chairman, Sulgrave Manor Trustees 

Chapter 11, the London Chapter of the Colonial Dames, would like to congratulate the 
Walter Hines Page Chapter of the DAR on reaching a tremendous milestone of its 90th 
anniversary. Thank you very much for including us in your celebrations and we wish 
you many more anniversaries. 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

American in Britain magazine and The American Hour website would like to wish The 
Walter Hines Page Chapter of the NSDAR a very happy 90th anniversary.  We send 
our congratulations to the organisation, and all those who have participated and 
worked to maintain and support it over the last 90 years. We hope that you enjoy the 
celebrations, and we look forward to working with you to help the continued growth 
of the organisation for many years to come.  We cannot wait to see the pictures from 
tonight, and will be especially keen to see footage of those giving the Charleston a go! 
 

American organisations in the UK which sent best wishes for our 90th anniversary: 
 

American Women’s Club 
Pilgrims 

Colonial Dames 
The American Museum in Bath 

Benjamin Franklin House 
Junior League of London 

The American Society 
Sons of the American Revolution 

 
Greetings were also received from the many DAR Units Overseas Chapters 

 





Lunches held in honour of George Washington’s Birthday
Walter Hines Page Chapter, with the American Women’s Club

1932 Robert McNutt McElroy, Harmsworth Professor of American History, Oxford, gave the address. 
Professor McElroy was a Princeton graduate.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_McNutt_McElroy

1937 Professor G.M. Trevelynn, Regius Professor of History, Cambridge, gave the address.
http://www.history.ac.uk/makinghistory/historians/trevelyan_george.html

1940 At the "outstanding" luncheon held at the Park Lane Hotel, Czech statesman Jan Masaryk gave 
the address.
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/367733/Jan-Masaryk

1944 Mr. and Mrs. Edward D. Murrow were guests of honour. He was
European director of CBS at the time, and gave the lecture.

1945 Address given by the Right Honourable Stanley Bruce, High
Commissioner for the Australian Commonwealth.
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bruce-stanley-melbourne-5400

1951 The U.S. Ambassador, Walter S. Gifford, attended with his wife.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Sherman_Gifford

1954 The new chargé d’affaires in London, the Honourable W. Walton
Butterworth and Mrs. Butterworth were guests of honour. Mr.
Butterworth gave the lecture.
http://www.evi.com/q/facts_about__william_walton_butterworth

1955 Address by A.D. Dodds-Parker, MP. His wife, Aileen Coster Woods, was American-born.
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw100721/Sir-Arthur-Douglas-Dodds-Parker
http://www.theguardian.com/news/2006/oct/26/guardianobituaries.obituaries

1957 The luncheon was held at the Dorchester, with the recent British Ambassador to London, Sir 
Roger Makins, giving the address. 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/obituary-lord-sherfield-1351871.html

1965 Mr. John N. Hutchinson, Public Relations Officer at the United States Embassy, addressed the 
assembly.

We have no further information on these luncheons; we don’t even know if they continued. We do 
know that there were occasional Presidents’ Day lunches, but they are only briefly mentioned in 
newsletters.

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/obituary-lord-sherfield-1351871.html
http://www.theguardian.com/news/2006/oct/26/guardianobituaries.obituaries
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw100721/Sir-Arthur-Douglas-Dodds-Parker
http://www.evi.com/q/facts_about__william_walton_butterworth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Sherman_Gifford
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bruce-stanley-melbourne-5400
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/367733/Jan-Masaryk
http://www.history.ac.uk/makinghistory/historians/trevelyan_george.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_McNutt_McElroy
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